2 Organ pieces
No. 1 in C minor (original notation)

Camille Saint-Saens
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Agitato, poco vivace
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Editorial notes 15

This is the first of two organ pieces written by Camille Saint-Saéns around 1853.
The manuscript is available from Gallica at https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10468000c
The first piece uses an unusual notation where each of three manuals gets its own pair of staves,
rather than just one pair for all the manuals with instructions to the organist for which manuals to use when.
The pedals, as usual, get a stave for themselves at the bottom.
Towards the end (m. 94), the piece quotes the Dies Irae theme.

This edition of the first piece uses the original notation.
I have also made an edition where it is renotated the standard way.

m. 32: The courtesy natural is editorial.
mm. 34, 56, and 105 all have both the text "dim." and the hairpin written in the manuscript.
Here I chose to keep the hairpin since it also includes when to stop.
m. 71, beat 3, and m. 72, beat 2: The eighth notes were missing their flags in the manuscript.
m. 75: The parenthesized flat was absent in the original.
Analogy to m. 73 shows this to be an error by Saint-Saéns.
mm. 104-105: These two measures span a page break. At the start of m. 105 (p. 6 in the manuscript),
Saint-Saéns writes a B-natural with what appear to be incoming ties.
These symbols are deemed erroneous because the tied note is a B-flat and m. 104 doesn't have outgoing ties.

Edition made on January 5 and 6, 2023.
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