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Foreword

This set of sonatas is the first work published by Muzio Clementi. It is dedicated

to his previous master Sir Peter Beckford, who patronised him throughout his
adolescence.
Although these sonatas are a far cry from the style he would later employ after
his world travels, (most notably, his time in Vienna) they have much historical
interest, displaying the composing prowess of a musician not 20 years old at the

time of composition.

Some minor edits have been made to the score, the most notable being the use of
staccato instead of staccatissimo markings, which were applied throughout the
score. The other significant change is found in Sonata III, where the dotted
quaver / semiquaver pairs in the Andantino grazioso movement have been

changed to triplet crotchet / quaver pairs.

These sonatas are transcribed from the only authoritative source; the first
edition of the sonatas published by Welcker in 1771, with all subsequent
publications being thoroughly revised by Clementi. This typeset is uploaded to
IMSLP to provide modernised scores to the public who may be interested in
early Classical works. This edition attempts to retain as much of
the original, thus, the original spellings, beaming, rhythmic choices, etc which
may be incorrect or idiosyncratic by today’s standards are retained in this

edition, bar the edits mentioned above.
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