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Preface

A forthright guide, with which enthusiasts of the keyboard, especially those
eager to learn, are shown in a clear way not only (1) to learn to play two parts
perfectly, but also, after further progress, (2) to play three obbligato parts
accurately and well, not only to acquire good inventions (ideas) and to carry
them correctly, but above all to develop a cantable style of playing and, at the
same time, to acquire a strong foretaste of composition.

Compiled
by

Joh. Seb. Bach.
Kapellmeister of the Princely Anhalt-Céthen State

Anno Christi 1723.
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tribus vocibus obligatis.
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Appendix
Table of ornaments

Approximate execution of Baroque ornaments

The main source is the table of ornaments which J.S. Bach included on the

Clavier-Biichlein vor Wilhelm Friedemann Bach, complemented with C.P.E. Bach's

Essay on the True Art of Playing Keyboard Instruments and F.R. Marpurg's Die
Kunst das Clavier zu spielen (taken from Musical Ornamentation, Volumes 1

and 2 (Dannreuther, Edward) 1895).

As an additional clarification, the modern acciacatura grace note notation and
playback is not applicable to Bach's music. The rare cases where Bach required

acciacaturas were related to the playing of arpeggios and used a different notation

(e.g. first chord of the sarabande of the Partita in E minor, BWV 830).

Short Long Short Long
trill trill pralltriller pralltriller Slide Turn
A W (or #r) A (or #r) A (or #r) Any (or #r) oo
@ - . s . . W
A\IV4 | | | | | | /
d T T T T T
o) J— —
T i | T °s®y F'. : >
OE——= = =
Trill & Ascending Descending Ascending trill  Descending trill
Mordent mordent trill trill with mordent with mordent
A M Ade (Or a9) atad (Ao aand (or Cw) (s (O aww)
G . . . .
\;j’ I I I I I
)
7\\\'9 o el ddl Y  dol Jdl ol ) > Y i Py 0P PP oPo v |
J = |—:
idem for idem for Lower Upper idem (with
Lower dotted Upper. dotted appogiatura appogiatura alternative
appogiatura notes appogilatura notes & mordent & trill execution)
N N ! P o c
. } ol e @ (or @) || <@ f® i e
ANIV4 | | | | | | | | |
d T T T T T T T T T
)
o " rr , “op i
g = /- = =
Notes:
ores Acciacatura
o)
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